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Dear Colleagues,

Safe and dependable communities are extremely important in the lives of children. 
For it’s only when a child feels safe, secure and protected can they learn and develop 
completely. And this, necessarily, takes place within communities. Just as it is with adults, 
children need confidence and security to try new things, establish new friendships and 
learn from experiences. 

In short, feeling safe and being safe is what makes childhood learning and development 
possible.  

With a summer of bushfires, droughts, flooding rains and more recently, the coronavirus, 
we can understand why families and children may feel less secure than usual.

I believe, this is where outside school hours care communities and educators play a 
crucial role.

Outside school hours care is where children and families see the familiar and trusted faces 
of educators they know, join in activities within a safe and fun environment and develop 
positive and supportive friendships with others. Parents can work free from guilt knowing 
their child is being cared for and educated within a caring, safe and secure community.

For Extend, and our families, the start of this year has been especially focused on safe 
communities.  This is why I commend Extend’s 400 Educators for the professionalism 
they bring to work each day, providing learning experiences where children can learn and 
grow within safe and secure communities and parents have confidence in Extend and the 
quality of care we provide.

I hope you enjoy the Autumn 2020 edition of the Exchange, which showcases some of 
the extraordinary work our people do in building safe and dependable outside school 
hours care communities.

With best wishes,

Darren Stevenson

Extend Founder and CEO

As our nation experiences 
some of the worst bushfires 
in history, Extend is proud 
to offer support directly to 
rural fire brigades who have 
courageously battled the 

bushfires to save lives and 
property. We are thrilled 
to support our brave rural 
firefighters. Extend's founder 
and CEO Darren Stevenson 
shares a personal story 

explaining the inspiration 
behind his decision to 
donate directly to rural 
fire brigades.

Read Darren’s story here.

Donates to Rural Fire Brigades
e1xtend

How a $200 donation and a slab of beer highlighted the plight of our rural fire brigades.
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at St Michael’s School 
a1dventures2

little sister got tired so she 
jumped in and they continued 
on. During the ride, I got a 
blister on my thumb and had 
to stop on the side of the 
road. I cried my eyes out, and 
was comforted by my brother 
and my mum. As I was calming 
down, we noticed a water pipe 
down the road, we went over 
and splashed around to cool 
down. I managed to get back 
on the bike and we rode the 
rest of the way to grandmas. 
What an adventure! 

your proudest moment at 
Extend?

It’s the small moments that 

Meet our extraordinary Service Coordinator, Amy Holdsworth!

count. I am so proud when 
the children see me around 
their school and excitedly 
shout out “I’m coming to after 
school care today!”, or stop to 
tell me stories about their day. 
It’s a very special privilege 
to be part of a bigger family 
than my own! I’m proud of the 
connections and relationships 
I have built in several schools 
and feel valued within the 
wider school community. 

Best thing about being 
an Educator?

Spending meaningful time 
with the children at the 
service, getting to know all 
my wonderful families and 
being warmly welcomed into 
the school community. I have 
been at St Pauls since the very 
first day, and have seen so 
many of the children grow and 
graduate from primary school. 
It’s fantastic to witness their 
learning journey and support 
their families along the way.

p1eople2Our

Service Coordinator, Lucy 
Anderson takes us behind 
the scenes of her 
extraordinary service. 

At St Michael’s Before and 
After School Care we have so 
much fun! We rotate through 
a range of activities such 
as art, science, enrichment 
programs and many more! 
Our mornings are packed 
with yummy cooking 
activities, quiet mindfulness 
sessions and ultimate outdoor 
group activities. 

We have many aspiring 
builders here at SMS, who 
love to build all sorts of things 
using giant Jenga blocks! We 
were incredibly lucky to have 
had a community member 
make these blocks for us. The 
children use their imagination 

to build huge worlds and tracks 
for their cars. It really inspires 
the children to think creatively. 

The St Michaels Sustainability 
Program is growing every day. 
Our Compost Monitors make 

sure we are collecting our 
fruit scraps and putting them 
into the school compost 
system. We are fortunate 
that our community helps us 
to collect recycled resources 
which allow our children to 
recycle and upcycle items for 
their artwork master pieces.  

Every day is different at St 
Michael’s and we wouldn't 
have it any other way.

What best describes you? 

  Sporty 
  Creative 
  Master chef 
  Mad scientist 
  Entertainer  

a funny story from 
your childhood?

When I was 6, I rode my bike 
12kms to visit my grandma 
who lived just outside of town. 
It was the Easter weekend 
and mum thought it would be 
fun to go on a family bike ride. 
My grandma met us a few 
kilometres from town in her 
car in case any of us needed 
a break. Lucky she did as my 
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e1xtraordinary2
Partnerships

joy to have the team from 
Extend with us.

What’s the best thing 
about being a Principal at 
your school?

I have the best job in the world! 
I have the joy of looking after 
the Northbridge Campus of 
Shore, which educates and 
cares for 3-8 year old children. 
I love working with my amazing 
and dedicated staff and the 
children make me smile (if not 
laugh) every day.

your greatest achievement 

as a deputy head?

It is a privilege to work in 

conjunction with families, 

to help our girls and 

boys flourish.

What’s the most important 

role of an Educator in oshC?

Their most important role 

is to nurture each child 

individually and to help the 

children explore and 

understand their world.

FEATURE
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Meet one of our extraordinary 
partners Natasha Mitchell 
from SHORE!

how has Extend helped your 
school community? 

Extend has provided our families 
with an easy option for after school 
care for their children. The families 
know that their children will be cared 
for by professionals who are backed 
by a nationwide service. The Extend 
staff have integrated well with the 
school staff and are keen to work in 
partnership with our school. It is a 

a1wards2Term 1
Congratulations to our deserving Educators, all carefully selected 
by their Regional Operations Manager.

service Coordinators

Elaine Blaxland 
Elaine works diligently to 
provide an enriching service 
for the children in her care. 
Elaine seizes opportunities 
to promote not only her 
own service at SFA but also 
Extend as a whole through 
supporting impromptu visits 
from potential partnerships 
and showcasing the fantastic 
work Extend do.

laura overhill
Laura has worked very hard 
to create strong, trusting 
relationships with the 
school community. Laura 
works harmoniously beside 
the ELC Coordinator and 
communicates openly with 
the Head of Junior School 
and teachers. Laura's service 
has many facets to it and she 
works hard to ensure that all 
key stakeholders feel valued 
and supported by Extend.

Katherine Princehorn 
Katherine’s dedication 
to Extend, the children, 
families and wider school 
community at CCGP is to be 

hard work and dedication 
and this is reflected in 
their increase in average 
attendances for the start 
of 2020.

st thomas Primary 
school
St Thomas Claremont’s 
dedication not only to Extend 
but the children, families 
and wider school community 
has been excellent. The 
team work hard to develop 
meaningful and creative ideas, 
resulting in a welcoming 
environment that continues 
to meet core values of the 
school and Extend. Feedback 
from the school principal, 
families and children highlight 
this team’s dedication and 
through their successful 
                   open afternoons.

commended. Katherine has a 
positive approach, is dedicated 
to increasing awareness of the 
program and creates a warm 
and vibrant environment. 
Katherine has successfully 
focused on health and well-
being arranging a children’s 
nutritionist to visit the service 
to talk about the benefits of 
healthy eating and being active. 

services

Ballarat Clarendon 
College
A fantastic collaborative team, 
working together to create an 
engaging program for ELCs 
to Grade 4s. The team have 
received positive feedback 
from both the school 
community and families. 
They are 
valued 
for their 
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ViC

service Coordinators

  Gladstone Park 

  Williamstown 

service assistant

  Upwey South

nsW

service assistant

  St. Ives

Wa

service assistant

  Northam

for further information and to apply, 
visit the careers page at extend.com.au

Extend is recruiting for several exciting 
job opportunities that you or a friend may be perfect for! 
Please help spread the word by forwarding this to your 
peers so that we can grow our extraordinary team.
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